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Vigil Against Violence 
September 29, 2016 / 7:00 PM 

 
Welcome  
 
**************************************************************************** 
 
Song - ELW 721 Goodness Is Stronger than Evil 
Reading - Psalm 37:1-9 

Do not fret because of the wicked; 
 do not be envious of wrongdoers, 

 for they will soon fade like the grass, 
 and wither like the green herb. 

 Trust in the LORD, and do good; 
 so you will live in the land, and enjoy security. 

 Take delight in the LORD, 
 and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

 Commit your way to the LORD; 
 trust in him, and he will act. 

 He will make your vindication shine like the light, 
 and the justice of your cause like the noonday. 

 Be still before the LORD, and wait patiently for him; 
 do not fret over those who prosper in their way, 

 over those who carry out evil devices. 
 Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. 

 Do not fret — it leads only to evil. 
 For the wicked shall be cut off, 

 but those who wait for the LORD shall inherit the land. 
Prayer 

Let us pray: God of peace, we come to you on behalf of our community. We are in 
need of healing. We grieve for those are killed and those whose lives are forever 
changed by violence. We ask for comfort for those who have lost loved ones. We 
pray for a change of heart for those who resort to violence. You desire peace in 
our world. Let it begin with me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
**************************************************************************** 
 
Song - God of Mercy, You Have Shown Us, stanza 1 

God of mercy, you have shown us ways of living that are good: 
Work for justice, treasure kindness, humbly journey with the Lord. 
Yet your people here are grieving, hurt by weapons that destroy. 

Help us turn to you, believing in your way that brings us joy. 
Reading - Studs Turkel 
"Heroes are not giant statues framed against a red sky. They are people who say: This 

is my community, and it is my responsibility to make it better.   Interweave all these 
communities and you really have an America that is back on its feet again. I really 

think we are going to have to reassess what constitutes a 'hero.'"   
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Prayer 
Let us pray: O God, it is your will to hold both heaven and earth in a single peace. 
Let the design of your great love shine on the waste of our wraths and sorrows, 
and give peace to your church, peace among our neighbors, peace in our homes, 
and peace in our hearts; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
**************************************************************************** 
 
Song - God of Mercy, You Have Shown Us, stanza 2 

On a street where neighbors gather, shots are heard; a young girl dies. 
On a campus, students scatter as the violence claims more lives. 
In a family filled with anger, tempers flare and shots resound. 
God of love, we weep and wonder at the violence all around. 

Reading - Kofi Annan 
"It may seem sometimes as if a culture of peace does not stand a chance against the 
culture of war, the culture of violence and the cultures of impunity and intolerance. 
Peace may indeed be a complex challenge, dependent on action in many fields and 

even a bit of luck from time to time. It may be a painfully slow process, and fragile and 
imperfect when it is achieved. But peace is in our hands. We can do it." 

Prayer 
Let us pray: Gracious and holy God, lead us from death to life, from falsehood to 
truth. Lead us from despair to hope, from fear to trust. Lead us from hate to love, 
from war to peace. Let peace fill our hearts, our world, our universe; through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
**************************************************************************** 
 
Song - God of Mercy, You Have Shown Us, stanza 3 

God, we pray for those who suffer when this world seems so unfair; 
May your church be quick to offer loving comfort, gentle care. 

And we pray: Amid the violence, may we speak your truth, O Lord! 
Give us strength to break the silence, saying, "This can be no more!" 

Reading - Martin Luther King, Jr. 
“The ultimate weakness of violence is that it is a descending spiral; begetting the very 
thing it seeks to destroy. Instead of diminishing evil, it multiplies it. Through violence 

you may murder the liar, but you cannot murder the lie, nor establish the truth. 
Through violence you may murder the hater, but you do not murder hate. In fact, 

violence merely increases hate. So it goes. Returning violence for violence multiplies 
violence, adding deeper darkness to a night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot 

drive out darkness: only light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only love can do 
that.” (1967, Where Do We Go from Here: Chaos or Community?. p. 67.) 

Prayer 
Let us pray: Gracious God, bless our cities, Bellaire, West University, and all of 
Houston, and make them places of safety for all people, rich and poor. Give us 
grace to work for cities where neighborhoods remain vibrant and whole, where 
the lost and forgotten in society are supported, and where the arts flourish. Make 
the diverse fabric of the city a delight to all who live and visit there and a strong 
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bond uniting people around common goals for the good of all; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
**************************************************************************** 
 
Song - God of Mercy, You Have Shown Us, stanza 4 

God, renew our faith and vision; make us those who boldly lead! 
May we work for just decisions that bring true security. 

Help us change this violent culture based on idols, built on fear. 
Help us build a peaceful future with your world of people here. 

Reading - Matthew 5:1-16 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his 

disciples came to him. Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: "Blessed are 
the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are 

those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the 
merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see 

God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are 
those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. You 

are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? 
It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. You are 
the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after lighting a lamp 

puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.” 
Prayer 

Let us pray: God, our creator, by your holy prophet Jeremiah you taught your 
ancient people to seek the welfare of the cities in which they lived. We commend 
our neighborhood to your care, that it might be kept free from social strife and 
decay. We pray for our elected leaders and law enforcement, that they may be 
kept safe and allowed to serve and protect all people. Help us to be advocates for 
peace in our neighborhoods, working for that day when guns and weapons of 
destruction are transformed into instruments of healing. Give us strength of 
purpose and concern for others, that we may create here a community of justice 
and peace where your will may be done; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
**************************************************************************** 
 
Dismissal 


